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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurNed Allen is young, smart, and upwardly mobile. Several yearsinto his career asan ad
salesman for a successful computer magazine, Ned's finally left his small-town roots behind, and is certain
that the sophisticated Manhattan world he covetsis hisforever. Hiswife Lizzieisaso arising star of a
prestigious PR firm. It seems that Ned's made it. But then what appeared to be a career break showsits true
colours. Ned's forced to make some tough calls, among them a question of ethics and the small matter of
whether to lie to hiswife - and when the tough calls just keep getting tougher he finds himself on the brink
of losing everything ....comAt first, it's hard to like Ned Allen, the ambitious, yuppie salesman who is the
protagonist of Douglas Kennedy's new thriller. The moral dilemmas and frustrations that trouble Ned on his
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rise to the sophisticated heights of Manhattan seem an afterthought, perhaps tacked on in response to their
total absencein hisfirst, highly trumpeted but ultimately unsuccessful novel, The Big Picture. But Ned
begins to grow on the reader. Brutally fired, then blacklisted in his own industry, he watches his Faustian
bargain with aruthless real estate tycoon unravel, and it gets easier to root for him. This entry in the recent
genre of thrillers set in the world of downsized corporate Americaisn't quite up to the high standards
established by Donald Westlake in The Ax, but it'll make the time go by alittle faster on the red-eye back to
the home office. --Jane AdamsFrom Publishers WeeklyKennedy's first novel, The Big Picture (1997), was a
riveting commercial thriller that was perhaps overhyped. His second, though it shares the first book's
galloping pace and strong sense of close-of-century angst among the well-fixed, seems, two-thirds of the
way through, to give up the ghost for what reads like an overplotted, underwritten homage to Grisham. Ned
Allen isabrash young ad salesman for a striving computer magazine in Manhattan, and the perils and
pleasures of such alife are brilliantly set out in the opening chapters. Then a German conglomerate (in what
may be a particularly timely reference among book people) takes over, and disaster strikes. In no time, Ned
iswithout ajob and, because of aquarrel he got into with a powerful space buyer and an enraged swing at
his creepy German boss, is perhaps unemployable. Meanwhile, wife Lizzieistiring of his remoteness and
tantrums. To the rescue comes an old school chum who works for a high-profile but shady real estate tycoon,
and Ned finds himself enmeshed in money laundering and murder?with him as the suspect. The concluding
chapters brim with Grishamesgue ploys: offshore bank accounts are manipulated, traps are set, timeis
running out. The trouble is that Ned's world has been so accurately and meticulously set forth early in the
book that all this breathless, barely credible skullduggery seemsto belong to adifferent, and poorer, book
entirely. Kennedy can certainly make the pages turn; he must learn to make them turn to more consistently
rewarding effect. $500,000 joint marketing campaign with Big Picture paperback; author tour. Copyright
1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.



