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Par Iris Murdoch : The Bell  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Bell: 

Description :  Description du produitA lay community of thoroughly mixed-up people is encamped outside 
Imber Abbey, home of an order of sequestered nuns. A new bell is being installed when suddenly the old 

bell, a legendary symbol of religion and magic, is rediscovered. And then things begin to change. Meanwhile 
the wise old Abbess watches and prays and exercises discreet authority. And everyone, or almost everyone, 

hopes to be saved, whatever that may mean. Originally published in 1958, this funny, sad, and moving novel 
is about religion, sex, and the fight between good and evil. With an introduction by A. S. Byatt. 

Prsentation de l'diteurWITH AN INTRODUCTION BY A. S. BYATTDora Greenfield, erring wife, returns 
to live with her husband in a a lay community encamped outside Imber Abbey, home to a mysterious 
enclosed order of nuns. Watched over by its devout director and the discreet authority of the wise old 
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Abbess, Imber Court is a haven for lost souls seeking tranquility. But then the lost Abbey bell, legendary 
symbol of religion and magic, is rediscovered, and hidden truths and desires are forced into the light.From 
AudioFileIt is late 1940s England. Dora Greenfield is an artistic free spirit married at too young an age to a 
controlling professorial type. On a whim, she leaves him, again, on a whim, she returns to him--and to his 

temporary home as a researcher in a lay religious community of thoroughly mixed-up people. Miriam 
Margolyes keeps all the comings and goings perfectly clear in this amusing and acerbic commentary on 

English society. Margolyes's mellow tones give believable voice to every character, from our heroine Dora 
to the gruff-voiced local handyman. Her pacing heightens the story's multiple tensions, and her nuanced 

reading highlights Murdoch's sly social commentary. A.C.S. AudioFile 2000, Portland, Maine-- Copyright 
AudioFile, Portland, MaineFrom 500 Great Books by Women; review by Erica BauermeisterOutside of 

Imber Abbey, the home of an enclosed order of nuns, lies Michael Meade's ancestral home, Imber Court. 
Michael's homosexuality has in the past complicated his desire to become an ordained priest, and he has 

decided to make Imber Court a lay community of the Abbey. To the court comes a small group of more and 
less "pure" people, "whose desire for God makes them unsatisfactory citizens of an ordinary life, but whose 
strength or temperament fails them to surrender the world completely." Added to them are the visitors: Toby 
Gashe, a handsome and earnest young man, soon to attend Oxford; Nick Fawley, with whom Michael had a 

disastrous affair several years previously; Paul Greenfield, an egotistical art historian; and Paul's rather 
bohemian wife Dora, who "had begun to suspect that Paul thought her the tiniest bit vulgar." Iris Murdoch 

combines rarefied philosophy, intellectual introspection, and a terrifically dry humor as she takes us into the 
minds of troubled people seeking a good and satisfying life in the midst of their religion, their culture, and 
the natural tendencies of their own personalities. The force and tension of repressed contemplation grows 
until it is released by a series of stunning events. These characters want to be saved - The Bell asks us to 

consider what it is that saves us. -- For great reviews of books for girls, check out Let's Hear It for the Girls: 
375 Great Books for Readers 2-14. 


