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Description :  Description du produitJustin de Quincy hastens to Paris at the request of his former lover only 
to discover that she was acting on behalf of his nemesis, Prince John. The prince has been implicated in a 

plot to kill his brother, King Richard, and wants Justin to prove the incriminating document false. Realizing 
that John's suspected treachery may also risk the welfare of the woman he serves, Eleanor of Aquitaine, 

Justin reluctantly agrees to help. But his investigation unravels a sinister conspiracy that might change the 
course of English history.

Prsentation de l'diteurThe Edgar-nominated author of the medieval mysteries featuring Justin de Quincy 
places the Queens Man far from homeand in the presence of a most cunning foe...Justin de Quincy has been 
lured to Paris by his nemesis, Prince John, on a mission of mercy. The prince is suspected in a plot to kill his 

brother, King Richard. Despite Johns hunger for the crown, hes unwilling to put himself at risk for 
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regicideand he wants Justins help in discrediting the document that implicates him. Justin only concedes to 
Johns request when he realizes that the welfare of the woman he serves, Eleanor of Aquitaine, is also at risk. 
It is a concession that will take him to a bloody chamber at Mont St Michel, to a putrid dungeon in Brittany, 
to a murderous encounter in a Paris cemetery, and to the unraveling of a conspiracy that might have changed 

the course of English history.From Publishers WeeklyConvincing 12th-century European intrigue lifts 
Penman's engrossing fourth medieval mystery (after 2003's Dragon's Lair). In 1193, King Richard the Lion-
Hearted is still imprisoned, while his devious and unscrupulous brother, Prince John, schemes to position 
himself to claim the English throne. When an obscure conspiracy seeks to implicate the prince in a plot to 

kill the king, John turns to young Justin de Quincy, Eleanor of Aquitaine's devoted aide, for help in clearing 
himself of the treason charge. In his pursuit of clues pointing to a number of suspects, De Quincy stumbles 
across several murders. Penman deftly weaves actual historical events into the narrative with nary a false 
note. While the murderer's identity may not come as much of a surprise, the author's thorough familiarity 

with her chosen period more than compensates. Agent, Molly Friedrich at Aaron Priest. (Mar. 31) Copyright 
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From School Library 
JournalAdult/High SchoolThis mystery set in 12th-century England and France is long on character 

development and period adventure. The murder itself comes late in the plot, but teens with a taste for 
medieval politicsboth international and genderwill be engaged by the twisting tale of Justin de Quincy's 

efforts to serve his Queen. The chapters are brief and roam between the British countryside and London, and 
Paris and the island of Mont St. Michel. Penman is careful and consistent in informing readers about 

communication issues arising as people from one culture try to speak with those of another. This series novel 
is less formulaic than Ellis Peters's Brother Cadfael mysteries (Warner), so those who appreciate their first 

meeting with de Quincy and his cohorts can find others by Penman as well. The historical detail is 
scrupulously accurate without being presented as a history lesson.Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley Public 
Library, CA Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 


